Course: Regents Chemistry (2008-2009)

Instructor: Ms.Shaheen

Phone: 1(718)733-3872 / e-mail: mshaheen@schools.nyc.gov
Expectations for Student Academic Performance

Students enrolled in science courses at Discovery High School will:

Apply critical thinking and creative literacy skills to formulate and express opinions in a variety of ways.

2. Demonstrate mathematical and scientific literacy while using problem solving and reasoning skills

Scientific Literacy: - Acquire relevant background knowledge.

- Demonstrate comprehension of scientific principles.

- Organize, evaluate and analyze evidence, data, patterns, logical arguments, uncertainties, alternative explanations and designs to make sense of the natural and technologically designed worlds.

Exhibit effective speaking, writing and reading skills.

Demonstrate a variety of technological skills.

Participate in collaborative and cooperative learning.

Demonstrate self-discipline and personal responsibility for learning.

Student Expectations & Course Goals:

This course is designed to address the fundamentals of modern chemistry including atomic theory and structure, chemical bonding, solution properties, acids and bases, chemical equilibrium and reaction kinetics. The interdependence of chemistry and other scientific disciplines will also be addressed where appropriate.

Materials & Textbook/s:

Textbook: High Marks: Regents Chemistry made easy (Sharon H. Welcher) ; Replacement Cost: $50.00

Material to be Covered: The material covered in the course corresponds to the learning standards provided by the NY State Chemistry Curriculum. (Available upon request).

Necessary Classroom Materials:

Students should have:

1) a designated a three-ring binder for class notes and homework assignments, preferably 3”(inch).

The binder should be equipped with pockets to contain handouts, returned papers, etc.

2) a scientific calculator capable of scientific notation and logarithms. Students are encouraged to purchase a non-expensive calculator; however, calculators will be available for purchase throughout the school year at cost price by Ms.Shaheen.

3) Basic necessary school supplies; pens, pencils, erasers, sharpeners and loose leaf paper.

Types of Assessment: May include: Homework, Class Work, Quizzes/Tests, Formal Essays,

Projects, Laboratory Write-Ups, Final Exam, all culminating in the NYS Regents Exam.

Marking Period Grade Calculation:

Tests/Quizzes/Exam:  50% 

Class Work and Participation: 10%

Homework: 25% 

Laboratories: 15%

Total Grade   100%

Homework/Graded Assignments

1. Homework will consist of various assignments and will be assigned approximately five (5) times per week. Homework should be done on loose-leaf paper as it will be collected each day.

Completed homework will be graded in two ways:

a. Homework will be collected or reviewed daily and assessed for completeness. Late homework will not be accepted except in the case of excused absence or illness.

b. Due to time constraints, all of the assigned homework may not be reviewed in class.  However, the solutions to all problems will be available for review. It is expected that all students will review the solutions to all assignments and follow-up with any questions about the solutions.

2. Any late homework will be due the following Monday (regardless of how many days were missed) of the week the homework was assigned.

3. A “Do Now” quiz will be given every day at the beginning of class. Quizzes will be based on information from the previous day’s class and/or the assigned reading from the previous night’s homework. There are no make-ups for “Do Now” quizzes. However, 10% of the grades may be dropped. Any “Do Now” quiz missed as the result of an excused absence will count as one of the drop grades.

4. A chapter test will be given upon the completion of each chapter.

5. During the year, selected projects will be assigned which will count as a unit test grade.

Test Day: Announced (pop quizzes are UNANNOUNCED)

Extra Help Days: Extra help is available any day after school except for meeting days.

Make Up Policy:

Any unit test that is missed due to an excused absence must be made up on the next class day that the student is present or it will be recorded as a zero. There is no make-up for missed “Do Now” quizzes. However, 10% of the total quiz grades will be dropped each quarter.

Academic Honesty

Students are expected to submit their own, individual work for a grade. Students are not permitted to complete assignments as part of a group unless specifically noted by the teacher. Laboratory reports are to be completed INDIVIDUALLY. Academic dishonesty and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated. The consequences for academic dishonesty are outlined in the student handbook.

Laboratory Safety

Prior to working in the laboratory, students and parents will sign a detailed laboratory contract explaining the safety procedures. All students are expected to comply with safety rules and regulations during all classroom and laboratory exercises. Violation of the safety contract that results in unsafe behavior may result in being removed from the laboratory for the lab, detention, receiving a failing grade for the lab, removal from the laboratory portion of the course and/or dismissal from the course.

Students should keep this syllabus for reference (binder)

Please return the signed and dated portion on the next page to Ms.Shaheen no later than Monday, September 8, 2008. (10 points)

Ms.Shaheen  2008-2009

Regents Chemistry

Contract

I have read the syllabus for Chemistry and the course requirements. I agree to be involved in the partnership that is described in the DHS Student Handbook and in the syllabus.

NOTE: **IMPORTANT

Excused Absence – The student’s absence is due to one of the seven approved reasons:  illness or injury, quarantine, death in the immediate family, medical or dental appointment, court/administrative procedures, religious observance, educational experience.

Unexcused Absence – The student’s unauthorized absence is not due to one of the Excused Absence reasons listed above.

Date:_______________________

Student Name:______________________________________________

Student Signature:___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________________

Parent/Guardian -

phone(home):______________________________________

phone(cell):______________________________________

phone(other):______________________________________

Parent/Guardian e-mail:______________________________________

Score for completed assignment (above): ____

